
Ritual for Rosh Chodesh 
Shani Cohen and Rachael Pass 

Rosh Chodesh Shevat 
 
Candle Lighting 
Poem for the Month​: Rosh Chodesh Shevat, Vicki Hollander 
Psalm for the Month:​ Psalm 96 

 יַעֲלזֹ֣ שָׂדַ֭י וְכָל־אֲשֶׁר־בּוֹ֑ אָז֥ יְרַ֝נְּנ֗וּ כָּל־עֲצֵי־יָֽעַר
[Let] the fields and everything in them exult;  then shall all the trees of the forest shout for joy  
 
Kiddush: ​From ​The Book of Blessings​, Marcia Falk 

 
Birkat HaMazon 
 

 
 
Blessed are You, Eternal our God, sovereign of the universe, who brings forth bread from the 
earth. 
 
Birkat haChodesh​: New Moon, Craig Taubman 
 
 יְהִי רָצון מִלְּפָנֶיךָ ה' אֱלהֵינוּ וֵאלהֵי אֲבותֵינוּ וְאִמוֹתֵינוּ שֶׁתְּחַדֵּשׁ עָלֵינוּ אֶת הַחודֶשׁ הַזֶּה לְטובָה

 וְלִבְרָכָה
 
May it be Your will / God my God / and God of my ancestors 
That the coming month / bring us peace / full life and blessing 
May the promise of / Your new moon / fill us with well-being 
Guide us as we grow / making us complete 
 

It shall come to be from one month to the next 
That your hearts will rejoice 
And your bones will flower like young grass. 
After Isaiah 66:23, 14 
 
 
Let us bless the Source of Life 
that ripens fruit on the vine 
as we hallow the Rosh Chodesh festival, 
weaving new threads 
into the tapestry of tradition. 
 

 



Birkat Limmud 
 

 בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה ה' אֱלהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעולָם אֲשֶׁר קִדְּשָׁנוּ בְּמִצְותָיו וְצִוָּנוּ לַעֲסוק בְּדִבְרֵי תורָה

 
Blessed are You, Eternal, our God, sovereign of the universe, who has sanctified us with the 
commandments and commanded us to engage with words of Torah. 
 
This Month’s Study:​ Kiddush for Rosh Chodesh 
 
Masechet Sofrim 19:9 

 בברכת היין לומר בא"י אמ"ה בפה"ג בא"י אמ"ה אשר גידל חורשי הורם ולמדם זמנים

 חדשים טובים ירח כליל לבנה מינה נבונים סודרי עתים פילס צורינו קיצי רגעים שבם מתקן

 אותם חדשים ומועדים דכתיב (תהילים ק״ד:י״ט) עשה ירח למועדים שמש ידע מבואו

 (ואומר (ישעיהו ס״ו:כ״ב) כי כאשר השמים החדשים והארץ החדשה וחותם בא"י מקדש

 ישראל וראשי חדשים וגו'
 
From ​The Book of Blessings​, Marcia Falk 

 
  

It shall come to be from one month to the next 
That your hearts will rejoice 
And your bones will flower like young grass. 
After Isaiah 66:23, 14 
 
 
 
Let us bless the Source of Life 
that ripens fruit on the vine 
as we hallow the Rosh Chodesh festival, 
weaving new threads 
into the tapestry of tradition. 
  



1. Niggun to open 
a. Taubman New Moon (Emc5) -- Niggun 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DGBDpJZShs 
2. Candles -- personal moment (playing niggun underneath) 

a. lighting the candles around (from Jill Hammer) -- anyone who wants as the 
candles go around can say a blessing for the month, no one has to, we then can 
control how long this goes 

b. Ends with reading of Vicki Hollander’s ​Rosh Chodesh Sh’vat  
3. Ya’aloz sadai by NT (Amc5) 
4. Kiddush -- Marcia Falk -- RP (as festival kiddush) 
5. Motzi --regular SC 
6. Birkat hachodesh -- Taubman New Moon 
7. La’asok as ending (to lead into the study session) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DGBDpJZShs

